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INTRODUCTION

On 28 February 2023 at around 5:30 AM a 21-year-old Muslim
man Waris was brutally beaten up by the cow vigilante group
associated with Bajrang Dal/Gau Rakshak Dal and the victim
was conseguently scummed to death. On the pretext of cow
smuggling and slaughtering the Bajrang dal goons assaulted
the deceased and 2 of his acquaintances allegedly in the
presence of police personnel. The victim was in a Santro car and
alleged to carry cows in the same. Later the two survivors were
booked under The Haryana Gauvansh Sanrakshan and
Gausamvardhan Act 2015 and taken into police custody.
However, no FIR is registered against the Bajrang dal goons
despite several complaints by the deceased family. The family is
determined to fight the legal battle against the perpetrator.
They have approached the State Human Rights Commission,
Minority Commission and a local organization for registering
FIR against Bajrang Dal goons. The deceased is survived by a
wife and a three-month-old daughter.
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BRIEF FACTS

Waris, a 21-year-old Muslim man s/o Faiz Mohammad, R/o Hussainpur
village, Nuh District Haryana was a mechanic by profession and to
repair cars he frequently travelled late at night. Waris left his home to
Bhiwadi on 27.02.23 at around 9:00 pm with Shaukeen R/o Salahari
and Nafees to purchase an old car. While returning around 5:30 AM
Bajrang Dal/Gau Rakshak vigilantes Mohit@Monu, Sonu, and
Himanshu with 2-3 local goons started chasing Waris's car in their
Bolero and hit his car near Khowri Chowk consequently the deceased
car hitarickshaw.

The Gau Rakshaks caught hold of him and beat him up for allegedly
carrying/trading cows and hurling abuses and asking about his name
and village. The vigilante kept the victims in their bolero and beat
them mercilessly, meanwhile, a Police van reached the place of the
incident however they did nothing to stop the assault. The Gau
Rakshaks kept the three people in the car and went to beat them up in
groups from time to time'. They handed over Waris to the police and
absconded. Waris was brought to the hospital dead as informed by
the hospital staff. The perpetrator went live on their Facebook page to
record the event of abuse however the video later got deleted and in
the same video the call for morning prayer can be heard, on the
contrary, the police claim the death time as 11 AM. After a week has
passed since the lynching the police have not registered any FIR on
the victim's family's complaint. The perpetrator namely Mohit@Monu
R/o Manesar and Sonu Tiwari with 3-4 local goons allegedly from
Bajrang dal went inside the car one by one and brutally assaulted the
deceased while Waris was screaming for help. The SHO Arvind Kumar
declared the cause of death as an accident however the medical
report alleged the death is caused by internal bleeding and liver
rupture. As informed by the Family member they have received no
compensation as of now.

1. https://twitter.com/HindutvaWatchln/status/1619371821765365760




TESTIMONIES

The 54 years old Faiz Mohammad, the father of the deceased Waris, is
determined to fight for justice for his son till his last breath and has
sought stringent punishments for those responsible for the murder of
his young son.

“All the communities in the region live peacefully with love and respect
for each other but certain fringe groups who are professional
extortionists, robbers and hardcore criminals have been breeding
rapidly in the area in the name of cow protection,” he said.

He asserted, “Our several generations have flourished in these villages
for more than 100 years as we remember but such lawlessness and
insecurity was never seen before.”

Rakesh, a 32-year-old neighbour of Waris claims, “Our region is
educationally and politically backward and has been largely deprived
of basic civic amenities and development since independence. The
major livelihoods of the region are agriculture and animal husbandry
which is why it has become the hotbed of mob lynchings in the name
of the cow protection. This is all happening to communally charge the
atmosphere for electoral benefits in the coming elections.”
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“Waris was a gentle and humble person and was a helpful mechanic,
and it is nearly impossible to believe his involvement in any such illegal
activity and use of Santro car for cow transport is also beyond my

mind,” he stressed.
Nobody has the right to take anyone’'s life. What is the need for police

and court, if people are punished with death like this on roads? He
asked.

Mohd Hussain, age 18 years, is currently pursuing a degree in
Bachelor's in Naturopathy a Yogic Science from the Desh Bhakt
University in Punjab alleged that in the last few years, certain groups
are active on social media which sensationalize the issue of cow
protection and harras common people. Police are not acting
responsibly to stop such criminals.”

Waris and Husain both studied together till class eighth in the Aravali
School located in the village but he never imagined that his brother
would leave him so early. After a series of lynchings in the last years, a
trend has emerged among Muslims seeking migration to safer places
where they have at least security and safety for their lives.

Shahid, Waris' cousin states that the village has created a movement
against Bajrang Dal violence in Hussainpur and nearby areas and is
relatively vocal against hooliganism from its inception. And allegedly
when the deceased told Bajrang dal goons that he is from Hussianpur
he was particularly targeted in vengeance. He further alleged that the

SPis partisan and refused to receive ”]
the victim's family calls. However,
they are determined to fight the
legal battle and have faith in the

Indian judicial system.

Waris' Mother and grandmother in
consonance spoke about the
injustice that her son has gone
through and demanded speedy
justice for his son. Allegedly the
administration is prejudiced against
the perpetrator and is putting
efforts to save them for monetary
and political benefits, alleged she.

Deceased Mother and Grandmother
mourning death of their son



RECOMMENDATIONS

 Implement Tehseen Poonawala guidelines of the
Supreme Court to curb incidents of mob lynchings
in the state of Haryana particularly in the Mewat
region.

« The state government must expeditiously award
adequate compensation to the deceased family.

 The police must responsibly complete the
investigation of the alleged incident of hate crimein
an effective time-bound manner.




FACT-FINDING TEAM

A 5-member fact-finding team constituted by Association for
Protection of Civil Rights (APCR) visited the Hussainpur village of
Mewat district on February 6, 2023 and met with the family of Waris to
collect testimonies and facts of the incident.

1) Advocate Tamanna Pankaj.
2) Advocate Mubashshir Aneeq
3) Advocate Priya Vats

4) Advocate Shazia Sameen

5) M Huzaifa

APCR Fact-Finding Team Members



FIR against victims under Haryana Gauvansh
Sanrakshan & Gausamvardhan Act 2015
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Complaint filed by deceased brother against
Bajrang dal members
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