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INTRODUCTION

A spate of attacks against Christians and Churches have entered Punjab with fresh
incidents of violence. Punjab largely has been a peaceful state with its legacy of social
harmony is so far was untouched by an atmosphere of hate that has been created in
other parts of the country.

The violence against the Muslims in India which had now become an Indian
phenomenon needs to be seen with the violence and vendetta against Christians.
Unfortunately, the mainstream media tends to ignore it and needs greater civil society
intervention to curb this violence which is in the initial stages. Human Rights groups
that monitor the atrocities against the Christians in India are regularly recording the
cases of violence by vigilante groups from all states. Earlier there had been reports of
attacks on Churches in the States of Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, and Karnataka but
now attacks had taken place in the State of Punjab which never had such kind of attacks
against the Christian community earlier.

In the age of fake news and divisive agenda being spread through social media with
many distorted versions of the context and these events, a rapid assessment of the
ground situation was necessary so that the facts, as they are, can be placed before the
people, Centre and State Government of Punjab. To study the fresh spate of attacks on
Christians, the motive and forces behind unprovoked violence, its impact on society,
and remedial steps taken by the administration a joint Fact-Finding Team of civil
society groups visited Tarn Taran and Amritsar districts and met representatives of the
Christian community, the victim of violence, and other stakeholders.

The team comprised Mr Nadeem Khan (Association for Protection of Civil Rights
APCR),Mr Prashant TandonSr. Journalist), Mrs Meenakshi Singh (Unity Christian
Forum), Mr Sanjay Macee, and Mohammad Mobashshir Aneeq (Advocate) visited the
Church which was attached to the town of Patti Tarn Tara District and Amritsar on
18.09.2022 and recorded testimonies of victims of violence and Church officials.



Incidents of Violence

Attack on Christian prayer in Daduanavillage in Amritsar on 28.08.2022

* Asausual practice of Sunday - a prayer, preaching, and healing session organized
by Pastor Sukhvinder Raja, who belongs to the Pentecostal Christian denomination
was disrupted by alarge group of people which the eyewitness and victims describe
as Nihangs a Sikh warrior order, at Daduana village in the Amritsar, over
allegations of forced conversion.

* The Pastor alleged that it was a regular Sunday when around 500 Nihangs, a Sikh
warrior order, armed with sharp-edged weapons, sticks, and firearms attacked the
assembly at around 11:30 am when prayer was going on. Pastor Sukhvinder Raja
further alleged that it was him who was their target, but the mob failed to recognize
and spot him, and was somehow rescued by the devotees. The devotees locked him
inside a room and closed to the promises. The Pastor further alleged that Nihangs
had already begun gathering since nine in the morning and had tried to block access
to the place of gathering. “As I told the worshipers who were around 200 mostly women
and children that it was the day of their examination and that Jesus is alive, the assailants
barged into the tent” Pastor told the Fact-Finding Team narrating the incident. They
did not spare anyone and anything. Around 45 people suffered injuries the Pastor
narrated. Pastor Sukhvinder Raja alleged all that happened in presence of the strong
police force which was already there as the Nihangs had started gathering.

* Thereafter FIR No. 0233 /2022 was registered at Police Station Jandiala on 29.08.2022
against Major Singh Nihang and unknown Nihang under sections 295, 296, 427, 148,
and 149 of IPC but no arrests have been taken till the time of writing this report.
Following the attack in the last week of August, the Sunday Prayers are now
discontinued at the Church as the community including Pastor Sukhvinder Raja felt
threatened. The prayer meetings temporarily have been shifted to Pastor’s residence
with reduced participation.

* It had been alleged by a leader of the Nihang Mr. Baba Major Singh that mass
conversions were going on for the past few months in the name of prayer sessions.
They had to take “appropriate actions” themselves, he said, after the police
administration despite complaints and resistance by locals failed to take action. The
organizers made to sit innocent Sikhs in the programs to lure them into conversions
by the so-called miracles,” theleader alleged.

* At 12:30 midnight, a group of four masked men forcefully entered the Infant Jesus
Catholic Church campus in a Patti village of the Tarn Taran district of Punjab and
attacked the security guard, and held him captive at gunpoint. These ‘armed’
intruders vandalized a statue of Jesus Christ and Mother Mary at the entrance of the
prayer hall.



Attack on Infant Jesus Catholic Church, Patti, Tarn Taran 31.08.2022

* Atthe time of the incident around four people were there inside the Church campus
which includes Father Thomas Poochalil his two associates and alocal guard. As the
guard was on his night duty around 12:30 AM four unidentified masked men
entered a Church campus and held him captive at gunpoint. Thereafter they
climbed the first floor of the church, vandalized the statues of Jesus Christ and
Mother Mary, and took away their heads. The unidentified and masked intruders
also set a Baleno car parked on the Church premises on fire before they left the
campus. It was alleged by the guard that the incident was “meticulously planned” as
the vandals did not stay on the campus for more than 25 minutes.

+ After vandals left the Church campus the security guard informed Father Thomas
Poochalil, who called the Station House officer (SHO) of the police station Sadar
Patti who thereon sent two police officers after 15 minutes, and registered FIR No.
0148/2022 against the unknown accused under sections 295-A, 452, 427, 34 of IPC,
and 25 of the Arms Act, 1959. The police thereafter took away the CCTV footage of
the incident captured in cameras installed on the Church campus. The Fact-Finding
Team has no access to the footage but has seen the placement of two CCTV cameras
that are facing the entrance and the statues which were vandalized.

« Till the time of writing this report no arrest has taken place in this incident either.
However, two constables of Punjab Police are deployed at the Church after the
incident.

* Inresponse to the attack, the Director General of Police (DGP) Mr. Gaurav Yadav
constituted Special Investigation Team (SIT) headed by the Ferozepur Range
Inspector General (IG). The SIT also includes the Tarn Taran SSP and the SP
(Investigations). The SIT has been tasked to conduct a day-to-day investigation into
the case and submit a final report to the competent court soon.




Attack on Pastor Sukhdev Mark Karnail Singh on 15.09.2022

*  0On15.09.2022 Pastor Sukhdev Mark Karnail Singh was distributing pamphlets and
books (propagating Christianity) at the Ambala Cantt bus stop. Pastor Sukhdev
Mark Karnail Singh told a member of the Fact-Finding Team “A Sardar was
listening to me and patiently approached me and asked for the phone number. I
gave my contact number and a few books to him after he sought to know more about
Jesus Christ. One day, he rang me up and asked if he can drop him at Sri Guru Ram
Das Ji International Airport, Amritsar. AsI was a part-time cab driver driving an
Indigo car for a living, I agreed to drop him at the Sri Guru Ram Das Ji International
Airport, Amritsar. Instead of the Airport took he took me to a deserted street near
the Celebration Mall on the pretext of collecting his Air ticket. On his way, he dialled
afew contactnumbers, and seven people reached Celebration Mall in a few minutes.
As I was about to take out the luggage from thevehicle's boot unidentified men
began stabbing me with knives. Before I realized anything, they disappeared
leaving me on the spot. With blood oozing out from the body, he said, I gathered
courage and drove to the nearest police post from where cops rushed him to
government-run Guru Nanak Hospital for treatment.

* The Police had recorded his statement and registered an FIR No. 0268/2022 with
offences under sections 323, 324, 341,34 of IPC at Police Station Sadar Amritsar on
16.09.2022.

Targeted Violence, intimidation or harassment, and hate crimes against the
Christian community are on the rise in the State of Punjab. In the last three months,
there had been many incidents of violence against the Christian community.

1. Village Hambra, District Ludhiana

On 19.07.2022 Pastor Birbal from village Hambra, distt. Ludhiana, Punjab was
threatened by villagers, who told him not to conduct any service on Sunday i.e. on
24.07.2022. He informed the police about the incident who thereafter assured to send
security for the Sunday prayer meeting. When the Pastor was returning home from his
work the violent mob attacked him and the injury rendered him unconscious.
Subsequently, FIR No. 0131 /2022 was registered on 21.07.2022 under various sections
307,323,506,341,427,148 and 149 of IPC at Police Station Dakha.

2. Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education & Research, Chandigarh

On 29.07.2022 a missionary whose name is Anamika was distributing tracts in PGI



Chandigarh Hospital when a group of extremists stopped her from doing so and
started creating aruckus, and called the police. The police arrived and detained her at
PGI women's Police Station. After the intervention of the local Pastor Vishnu Dev, the
police released her without charge.

3. Darbar Village Anjata City, Amritsar

On 14.08.2022, Pastor Balkar Masih from Amritsar, Punjab working with New Creation
International Ministry was conducting prayer service at his believer's house along with
40 to 50 believers in Darbar village Anjata city, Amritsar, Punjab when a group of
miscreants forcefully entered the house and threatened the pastor not to conduct any
prayer meeting and dispersed the members present in the house. Later they went to
Pastors Church and waited outside the gate to create an issue. Pastor, due to fear did not
conduct any prayer service. Thereafter, mediation was done between the Pastor and the
resident of the village for compromise. As of today, the Church is functioning without
any disturbance.

4. District Tarn Taran

On 26.08.2022, an incident happened in Tarn Taran, Punjab. A group of Christian
people distributing tracts were questioned and argued by an unknown person who
threatened not to distribute the tracts in the area. As of today, the matter had been
subsided.

5. District Ludhiana

On 30.08.2022 Pastor Rakesh from Ludhiana, Punjab was conducting a prayer service
when a group of religious extremists forcefully entered his premises, disrupted the
prayer meeting, and accused him of forceful religious conversions. The Pastor has
filedthe written complaint at Police Station but it had not been turned into FIR till today.

6. District Tarn Taran

On16.09.2022, Pastor Mark Masih from Tarn Taran in Punjab was brutally beaten up by
a few extremists due to his faith. No FIR had been registered by the Police.



Date & Place of Incident

Particulars

Status

01.

19/07/2022

Village Hambra,
District Ludhiana.

Pastor Birbal was threatened by
villagers, who told him not to
conduct any service on Sunday
(24th July). He informed the
police about the incident who
thereafter provided the security
for the Sunday prayer meeting.
When the Pastor was returning
from his work the violent mob
attacked him and his injury
rendered him unconscious.

FIR No. 0131/22
registered u/s 307,
323, 506, 341, 147 IPC
on 21.07.2021 at
Police station Dakha.

No Arrest had been
made to date.

02.

14/08/2022

Darbar Village
Anjata city,
Amritsar

Pastor Balkar Masih working
with New Creation Ministry
International was conducting
prayer service at his believer's
house along with 40 to 50
believers when a group of
religious extremists forcefully
entered the house and
threatened the pastor not to
conduct any prayer meeting
and dispersed the members
present in the house. Later they
went to Pastors Church and
waited outside the gate to create
anissue.

The matter settled
through mediation.

03.

28/08,/2022

Dadooana Village,
Jandiala, Amritsar

Pastor Sukhvinder Raja was
commencing a prayer,
preaching & healing session in
the rented premises when a
group of Nihang people
forcefully entered the premises
and disturbed the prayer
session. The Nihang physically
attacked the children, women,
and men. They vandalized the
area and tore their clothes as
well. Earlier six months before
also attacked the Church. Police
took no action despite giving the
written complaint.

FIR No. 0233/22
registered u/s 295,
296, 427, 148 of IPC
on 29.08.2022 at
Police station
Jandiala.

No Arrest had
been made to date.




Date & Place of Incident

Particulars

Status

04. 31/08/2022 On 31st Aug 2022, A Catholic | FIR No. 0148/22
Church was attacked by a | registered u/s295-A,
Taran Taran group of religious extremists | 452, 427, 34 of IPC,
at midnight, who burned the | and 25 of the Arms
Priest’s car and destroyed the | Act, 1959 on
statue of Jesus Christ & | 31.08.2022 at Police
Mother Mary placed in the | station Sadar Patti.
Church.
To date, no arrest
had been made.
05. 18/09/2022 Pastor Sukhdev who is also a | FIR No. 0268/22
taxi driver had a ride booked registered u/s 323,
Amritsar where the passenger had tobe | 324, 341, & 34 IPC on
dropped at the airport and he | 16.09.2022 at Police
shared the gospel with the | station Sadar
passenger during the ride. | Amritsar.

The next day, the same
passenger booked the taxi
again. During the ride, the
passenger called around 6
people to his live location.
They physically assaulted the
Pastor Sukhdev by stabbing
him in his torso and arms due
to which he got severely
injured and sustained deep
wounds.

To date, no arrest had
been made.




Recommendations

Government of Punjab and the administration must take immediate and effective
confidence-building steps and ensure the safety of Christians and other minority
community and their religious places living in the state.

Strong legal action and arrests of trouble makers involved in acts of violence
against Christians must be done urgently to establish rule of law and so that citizens
can lead a peaceful life without fear.

Inter Faith meetings must be organized for social harmony and peace committees
must be formed involving religious leaders, members of civil society, district
administration, and eminent personalities to prevent the occurrence of violence
against the minority community.
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Beat No.
(e 1)

(c In case, oulside the limit of this Police Station, then

) (#as war e F A § 39
Name of P.5
(a2 & Fwm):

District{State)
(Fagr (31) ):

Direction and distance from P.S.
(wv2 F et wrd fo):
(b)Address(uaT): CHARCH DADUANA
(c In case, outside the limit of this Police Station, then
) (dae me b F wvae 3 7)
Name of P.S
(a& & &H):

1.(a) NORTH, 10 Km(s)
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Beal No.
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APCR
Association for Protection of Civil Rights



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

