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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Fact-finding Report is regarding the allegations of post-poll violence & killing of Sk.
Shahaalam, age around 71 years, resident of Village Kelepara, under Pursurah Police Station,
Hooghly District, West Bengal. Allegedly, he was killed on 15 June 2026, after repeated demands
for money & persistent threats and harassment made to him and his family members. It is also
alleged that there were tensions in the village post the Assembly election.

The APCR Fact-finding team visited the village on 23 June 2026 and held discussions with the
victim’s family, spoke to the villagers and eyewitnesses, visited the spot and examined documents
available on site, including the FIR and the written complaint made in this regard. Post-poll
violence and killing of Sk. Shahaalam, Pursurah

The team found that the victim’s family is traumatized after losing their breadwinner. They have
no source of income and are now struggling to make ends meet. They are living in uncertainty
and fear for their lives. There is an atmosphere of fear amongst the villagers. A few villagers were
hesitant to speak out for fear of reprisal. Villagers alleged that there had been a pattern of tension
building up in the village, including targeted harassment and attacks on two individuals before
the killing of Sk. Shahaalam.

Recommendations
In light of the above, the team recommends the following:

€ A fair, impartial, and time-bound probe into the killing

€ Arrest of all the accused at the earliest

€ Protection for witnesses and the victim’s family

€ Rehabilitation, including compensation and educational benefits for the victim’s family.

All allegations of atrocity, especially about post-poll violence, must be thoroughly investigated &
the guilty booked to ensure justice to the victim’s family and also provide relief to the people of
Kelepara so that they can live with a sense of security.




METHODOLOGY

Based on the available information received by them, the Fact-finding team planned their visit
and designed their Fact-finding methodology as under:

The team visited Village Kelepara, Pursurah Police Station, Hooghly District, on June 23, 2026,
and assessed the situation and met the victim, Sk. Shahaalam’s mother, wife, son,s and daughters-
in-law to hear their version of events leading to the killing, background, condition of the family
members before the incident, and impact of the incident on their lives. The team also spoke to
some villagers who were present at the place of the incident and witnesses to verify the facts
stated by family members. Also talked to villagers about the tension prevailing in the area.

The team visited the place where Sk. Shahaalam was allegedly beaten up and took photographs/
videos of the site visit.

The team studied FIR No.175/2026 registered at Pursurah Police Station under Sections 329(4),
308(5), 117(2), 103(1), 61(2) of BNS, and an arrest was made. Went through the complaint in
writing submitted by the family members. The team also met S.I., Investigating Officer, Subhendu
Mondal, to know about the investigation carried out so far. Asked about the arrest made and
about the efforts to arrest the absconding accused. Heard about the chargesheet being prepared.

The team studied the medical treatment given to Sk. Shahaalam and the cause of his death as of
date to Arambagh P.C. Sen Govt. Medical College & Hospital. (As of the date of the visit, the team
could not get the post-mortem report.)

The Fact-finding team included Md. Jawed Alam, Advocate Md. Altamash Haider, Abdul Malek
Molla, Md. Noor Alam.




BACKGROUND OF THE INCIDENT

Tension developed in the locality following the Assembly election. The family stated that the
area’s environment had become very hostile since the election. Villagers also claimed there was
a change in atmosphere of the village, both socially and politically. Family members claimed that
some people had come to them asking for 250,000 sometime after the Assembly election. They
refused to pay the money, and they claimed that these people had frequently threatened them
afterwards. The team visited the area where the killing took place. The victim’s family members

claimed that they had been threatened by some unknown persons that if they did not comply with
their demands, they would be harmed. The family members further claimed that they had been
frightened ever since. Before 15 June 2026, they were living in fear. They could not step out of
their houses without fear. Villagers informed the team that before this incident, there had been
an attack on some villagers in Kelepara itself.




VICTIM AND FAMILY PROFILE

Victim Description

The deceased was identified as Sk. Shahaalam, aged about 71 years, worked as a labourer in
a Muslim hotel. The victim belongs to Village Kelepara, P.O Ghargohal, P.S Pursurah, District
Hooghly, West Bengal. It is learnt that he worked there despite his age to support his family.

Details of Family Members
The family members of the deceased include many elderly and dependent minors, including:

€ Mother - Mahela Bibi, age about 95 years old
Wife - Marjina Bibi, age about 60 years old
Elder Son - Sk. Saiful Islam, about 36 years old

Younger Son - Rafikul Islam, age about 32 years old

* & o o

Two daughters-in-law - Serena Begum and Reshma Khatun.
€ Three Minor grandchildren.

The family of the victim is dependent on him as the sole breadwinner.

In the family, Shahaalam was the only earning member. Even though the elder son suffered from
a serious road accident that left him bedridden. Reportedly, he is completely disabled and not
able to work or earn a livelihood. His younger son works as a labourer, but his income is too small
to support his family. The loss of earning members will increase their vulnerability without any
support or rehabilitation.




NARRATIVE OF THE INCIDENT

Family members and witnesses interviewed by the team claimed that the incident that caused the
death of Sk. Shahaalam took place on 15 June 2026 at about 1:30 PM.

They alleged that in the afternoon of that day, some of the accused persons went to the victim’s
house. They claimed that Sk. Shahaalam was asleep at home when he was called out by some
people. They also said that the victim had no reason to suspect that he was going to be attacked,
beaten, and subsequently killed. Witnesses further alleged that once he stepped out, the victim
was attacked by a group of persons.

Family members and witnesses said that the accused persons allegedly beat him with bamboo
sticks, pieces of wood, bricks, and stones. They said that the attack was sudden and intense,
causing serious injuries to the victim. According to family members, Sk. Shahaalam fell on the
ground unconscious due to the beating.

Family members further informed the team that women members of the victim’s family rushed
out when they saw him being beaten and assaulted. They said that they tried to save him, but
the accused persons allegedly threatened them. They are also said to have forcibly restrained the
women members from going near the victim and offering him any help.

They also claimed that the injured victim was rushed to Arambagh Prafulla Chandra Sen
Government Medical College & Hospital for emergency medical attention. However, he was
declared dead soon after he reached the hospital.

The team found that this was the version of events as stated by family members and witnesses
of the victim. As stated above, the facts are yet to be corroborated by the investigation being
conducted by the police, including medical evidence, and any other independent witness accounts
that may be brought to light.




PREVIOUS INCIDENTS REPORTED BY
VILLAGERS

During their investigation, the team came to know about two incidents of assaults that took place
within less than two weeks before the murder. The alleged accused persons in these two incidents
were also the accused persons in the murder of Sk. Shahaalam, and according to villagers, these
incidents helped create a reign of terror in Kelepara village.

The Assault on Altaf Mullick

The assault on Altaf Mullick allegedly took place on 3 June 2026. Altaf Mullick is a 41-year-old
government school teacher. According to Mullick, the accused persons allegedly beat him up with
bamboo sticks and some wooden materials. He received injuries on his body and fractured his
right leg. The fracture injury has not healed yet, and he cannot return to work.

The Assault on Sk. Abdul Rahim

This incident also allegedly took place on 3 June 2026. Sk. Abdul Rahim is a 56-year-old man from
Kelepara village. According to Rahim, the accused persons assaulted him with sticks and also
fractured his right leg.

According to the people whom the team met, these two incidents created fear among the villagers
of Kelepara. They said that everyone talked about the incidents, and they created terror in the
minds of villagers before the murder took place.




POLICE AND MEDICAL RESPONSE

Police Station: Pursurah Police Station
FIR No.: 175/2026
Investigating Officer: S.I. Subhendu Mondal

Police Investigation

The police authorities informed the team that FIR No. 175/2026 has been lodged regarding the
murder of Sk. Shahaalam and that the case was under investigation. The police have arrested
six accused persons in relation to the incident and claimed to have received police custody of
the accused persons in order to carry out the investigation. The police further added that the
investigation was underway to trace the accused persons who have not been arrested yet.

The police claimed that this incident was politically motivated and was related to post-poll
violence. They assured the team that further investigation is underway.

The Core committee believes that a speedy, fair, and impartial probe into the incident is crucial,
especially in light of allegations made by the family that they had received threats/intimidation
and were being asked for money before the murder.

Medical Details

The victim was rushed to Arambagh Prafulla Chandra Sen Government Medical College &
Hospital, where he was declared dead on arrival. An autopsy of the body was conducted; however,
the cause of death could not be ascertained at the time of the visit since the post-mortem report
had not been released to the family.

The team believes that the post-mortem report will help ascertain the nature and extent of
injuries inflicted upon the victim and validate the claims made by family members and witnesses
about how the victim was attacked.




FINDINGS OF THE FACT-FINDING
TEAM

After meeting with members of the family of the deceased, the villagers, some witnesses, and

going through the records, the Fact-finding team hereby submits its findings:-

1.

The offence committed in the case of the murder of Sk. Shahaalam comes within the purview
of a serious crime involving an allegation of mobocracy, as multiple accused have been
charged with beating the deceased with weapons, which caused his death. However, the
allegation of demanding money and threatening the family sometime back too indicates
that this killing did not happen out of the blue.

. The family of the deceased has repeatedly and consistently alleged that before the murder,

they were threatened and harassed for not agreeing to pay a sum of money as demanded by
some persons. During the team’s interaction with the family of the deceased, the same story
was repeated. Thus, it will be appropriate to conclude that the murder of Sk. Shahaalam did
not happen in isolation and was preceded by attacks on his family, as stated above.

. The team were informed that two incidents of violence preceded the murder of Sk. Shahaalam

and because of these incidents, and now the murder of Sk. Shahaalam, the people of Kelepara
village are living under fear. We also get the impression that people are not feeling very safe
there.

. The team also have observed that certain villagers were hesitant during interaction, expressed

their fear of talking about the incident and what had happened before the incident, fearing a
threat to their lives by the accused persons and their associates.

. Since Sk. Shahaalam was the sole earning member of his family; the murder has not only

bereaved them of their loved one but has pushed them into financial distress. With his
elder son being rendered incapable of working because of an accident a few years ago and
his younger son being unemployed and earning very little, the family is left with three
dependents: an elderly mother, a widow, and three minor grandchildren.

. In view of the fact that two incidents of violence in Kelepara village sometime back also,

as narrated to the team by the villagers involved, nearly the same set of accused persons as
involved in the murder of Sk. Shahaalam.




RECOMMENDATIONS

In light of the findings set out above, the Fact-finding team makes the following recommendations

to the concerned authorities:

1.

Arrest of accused persons at the earliest: All the accused persons, against whom arrest
warrants have been issued and who have not yet been arrested, be arrested at the earliest so
that no accused person in this case is at large and to prevent any harm befalling the members
of the victim’s family and witnesses in the case.

. Fair, impartial and time-bound investigation: Inquiries by the Tahsildar followed by

investigation by the police into the murder of Sk. Shahaalam be fair, impartial, and completed
in a time-bound manner, without being influenced by political or other pressures, so that the
truth comes out and justice is delivered at the earliest.

. Early filing of charge-sheet: Prosecution files the charge-sheet at the earliest, provided the

investigation is done properly and expeditiously so that trial in the case begins without
further delay.

. Protection to Witnesses: Since several villagers interviewed during the visit by the team were

unwilling to speak out of fear of consequences, all those who have testified and/or who may
testify in the case should be provided with appropriate protection.

. Protection to victim’s family: Adequate protection should be provided to the family of the

victim since it is a vulnerable family and there have been allegations that even before the
incident, threats and intimidation were used against them.

. Compensation to victim’s family: The victim’s family will be provided adequate compensation

from the State/ Central victim compensation scheme to help them overcome the financial
hardship they are likely to face following the death of the sole earning member of the family.

. Rehabilitation assistance to the family: Since the death of Sk. Shakil has rendered the family

unemployed; they should be provided with suitable rehabilitation assistance, including
livelihood opportunities, to overcome the ensuing distress.

. Educational assistance to minor grandchildren: Three minor grandchildren in the family will

be provided with educational assistance so that their education is not impacted due to the
death of the grandfather, who was the earning member of the family.

. Regular supervision of investigation: Investigation into the incident should be regularly

monitored by senior officers to ensure proper supervision and to ensure objectivity and
transparency in the investigation, thereby restoring confidence in the police.

10. Follow up on law and order in the village: The law and order situation in Kelepara village

should be monitored by the concerned officials, seeing as villagers have complained of
multiple previous incidents of violence against Muslims in the village.




CONCLUSION

The killing of a 71-year-old man who, despite his age, was shouldering the responsibilities of
earning bread and butter for his family is indeed a loss to society at large and not just to his family
members.

Reports of threats of dire consequences and demand for money to the family before his murder
and intimidation of his family members after the murder; incidents of earlier murders in Kelepara
village such as attack on Altaf Mullick and Sk. Abdul Rahim, the precarious nature of the victim’s
family, which consists of an old mother, a widow wife, one bedridden son, three daughters-in-
law and three grandchildren all dependent on the sole breadwinner Mr. Sk. Shahaalam for their
survival, indicates a larger pattern at play. In such a situation, APCR demands:-

That an investigation into the murder of Sk. Shahaalam is carried out swiftly, impartially, and
independently without any political pressure and motivation so that justice may not only be done
but seen to have been done;

Necessary measures are taken by the concerned authorities to ensure the safety of all the witnesses
in the case, many of whom are known to have been hesitant to come forward for fear of their lives.

Bringing the culprits to book, protecting the witnesses and the victim’s family, and providing
appropriate rehabilitation to the victim’s family will go a long way in ensuring that people have
faith in the justice delivery system and are confident of living their lives without fear.




ANNEXURES

Annexure A: Copy of FIR
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Annexure B: Written Complaint in Bengali
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Annexure C: Photograph of the deceased




Annexure D: Available Medical Documents
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