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INTRODUCTION
On 17 June 2026 (Wednesday), a delegation of the Association for Protection of Civil Rights 
(APCR), West Bengal Chapter, conducted a fact-finding visit to Punisol village, Onda, Bankura, 
West Bengal, to document the circumstances surrounding the death of Akbar Ali Mondal, a 
45-year-old itinerant hawker.

Akbar Ali Mondal was attacked on 9th June 2026, in Supordih village, Purulia district. It all started 
because he paid a lot for some goods. This incident is making people worried about the safety of 
traveling traders who belong to minority groups. It also shows that there is a pattern of violence 
against street vendors in that area. The attack on Akbar Ali Mondal is a concern for traders like 
him.

An APCR Fact-Finding team went to Punisol village to meet Akbar Ali Mondal’s family. They 
spoke with community members. The team also spoke with the police. Looked at the information 
that is available to the public. They wanted to give a report on what happened and the broader 
picture.
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METHODOLOGY
The fact-finding exercise was conducted through the following approaches:

01.	Direct engagement with the immediate family members of the deceased, particularly his 
widow and adult son (Zulfiqar Ali Mondal), who witnessed or received information about the 
incident.

02.	Interactions with residents of Punisol village and neighboring areas who knew the deceased, 
his livelihood, and the region’s socio-economic conditions.

03.	Conversations with individuals who witnessed the assault or possessed direct knowledge of 
the incident, including reference to a video recording of the incident.

04.	Communication with police authorities regarding the investigation, the accused’s arrest, and 
the status of legal proceedings.

05.	Examination of any available documents, including FIR, medical reports, and statements 
related to the case.

06.	Assessment of the wider social and communal context, including patterns of violence against 
itinerant traders and minority community members in the region.

Delegation Members:

	� Umar Awais

	� Syed Imtiaz

	� Md. Javed Alam

	� Md Iqbal

	� Maulana Md Ashraf Ali

	� Maulana Noorullah Javed

	� Advocate Altamash Haider
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BACKGROUND 
Punisol village is located in Bankura district, West Bengal, a zone characterized by considerable 
economic backwardness and limited development. The village is among the most economically 
disadvantaged areas of the district, with limited access to formal employment and deficient 
infrastructure.

The primary livelihood for a large part of the village population is itinerant hawking—door-to-
door vending and mobile trading. This occupational group is particularly vulnerable to economic 
fluctuation, health risks, and occasional violence in the course of their work.

The Deceased was named Akbar Ali Mondal and was approximately 45 years old. He was an 
itinerant hawker (hawking for 12–14 years before death).

He was survived by a Wife, one son (Zulfiqar Ali Mondal, 22 years old, Class XII education), and 
two daughters (one married, one unmarried, approximately 20 years old)

Akbar Ali Mondal spent over ten years selling things from place to place. He went to villages and 
districts in West Bengal and other nearby states to sell his goods. The money Akbar Ali Mondal 
made was what his family lived on. His family says Akbar Ali Mondal was never in fights or did 
anything wrong.

His death has left his family in severe financial distress, with imminent worries regarding the 
survival and prospects of his dependents, particularly his unmarried daughter and youngest son.
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CHRONOLOGY AND FACTS OF THE 
INCIDENT

Date: 9 June 2026 (Sunday)

Time: Approximately 8:00 a.m.

Location: Supordih village, Purulia district, West Bengal

On the morning of 9 June 2026, Akbar Ali Mondal was doing his hawking business in Supordih 
village, Purulia district, about 95 kilometers from his home village of Punisol in Bankura district. 
Akbar Ali Mondal had a lot of goods with him that he was selling from his stock. He was going 
around Supordih village to sell the goods that Akbar Ali Mondal had.

People who know Biswanath Mahato (S/O Bhairab Mahato, Village: Saga Suporuri, P.S: Bandwan, 
District: Purulia, West Bengal), as well as those who live in the area, say he took some items from 
Akbar Ali Mondal’s store without asking. Biswanath Mahato tried to leave without paying for the 
items he had taken. Akbar Ali Mondal asked Biswanath Mahato to pay for the things. Biswanath 
Mahato said no. They started arguing with each other. Biswanath Mahato left the scene for a while, 
then returned with a stick. He used the stick to hit Akbar Ali Mondal many times, which hurt his 
head and face very badly. Akbar Ali Mondal got serious injuries, especially around his eyes. The 
attack was so bad that it caused injuries that could have killed him. That is what happened to 
Akbar Ali Mondal.

After this, Biswanath Mahato allegedly took Akbar Ali Mondal’s body. He hid it in his cattle shed, 
which means he tried to hide what he did.

Police subsequently arrived at the scene, recovered the body, and initiated investigation 
procedures. The victim’s family was informed of the incident through police channels.

The deceased (Akbar Mondal) was formally identified by his son, Zulfiqar Ali Mondal (22 years 
old). Police arrested Biswanath Mahato, who was reportedly attempting to flee from a local bus 
stand at the time of his apprehension.

A key piece of evidence in this case is a video that shows the assault. It was supposedly recorded 
by a woman who was at or near the scene. The video is very important for understanding what 
happened. The authorities have it right now and are still looking into things. They have not shared 
it yet.
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TRIGGER WARNING
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ACCOUNT OF THE VICTIM’S FAMILY
Widow’s Statement

She said her husband was a hardworking man who never caused any trouble. He took care of the 
family for more than ten years. The money he made was not a lot. It was enough for the family 
to get by. The widow of Akbar Ali Mondal is very upset because her husband died suddenly and 
in a way. This has caused many problems for her and her children; they do not have money and 
are very sad. The widow of Akbar Ali Mondal and her children are struggling because of what 
happened to Akbar Ali Mondal.

She also stated that her husband had no known enemies or history of serious conflicts. His death 
appears to have resulted from a sudden, seemingly trivial dispute over payment that led to fatal 
violence.

Son’s Account (Zulfiqar Ali Mondal, 22 years)

Zulfiqar Ali Mondal, the son of Akbar Mondal, who died, said he was not at the place where it 
happened in Supordih village. The police told him about his father’s death. He quickly went to 
Purulia to see the body. He said his father sold things on the street and often went to districts for 
work. He said his father had no problems with anyone he knew of. He also said that he is worried 
his father might have been attacked because he was a street seller from a different village.

The family’s situation after Akbar Ali Mondal’s death shows they are in a tough spot financially:

	� They have no income anymore.

	� The unmarried 20-year-old daughter is worried about her future marriage and security.

	� The widow and younger members are relying on help from their community and any 
government support they can get.

	� The son’s education and future are big concerns.
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LOCAL INPUTS AND COMMUNITY 
PERCEPTIONS

Larger Pattern of Violence Against Hawkers

During the team’s conversations with people from Punisol village and nearby areas, the team 
learned that traveling vendors have been treated poorly. These traveling vendors usually come 
from places. They have a lot of problems. People are harsh to them. They are not treated fairly. 
The team heard many stories about these incidents. It seems like traveling vendors from other 
places are the ones who get targeted. People from Punisol village and the surrounding areas 
told us what happened to them. They shared their stories with us. What they said showed that 
traveling vendors are often subjected to violence and harassment. Traveling vendors are facing 
many problems.

01.	Several residents who live in the area said that street vendors, those from places where 
most people are Muslim or who look like they are Muslim, have been treated very badly by 
the people who live around Purulia and nearby areas. They have been yelled at and scared. 
Sometimes, even hurt by the people who live there. This is happening to street vendors in 
Purulia and the surrounding areas.

02.	People who live in the area say that street vendors like Akbar Ali Mondal, who are clearly 
Muslim because of their names, the way they look, including having a beard, and the way 
they dress, are treated unfairly. They are closely scrutinized, and people are more suspicious 
of them than of street vendors from areas where most people are Hindu. Street vendors like 
Akbar Ali Mondal face significant hostility. This is not the same for street vendors who’re 
from Hindu areas. The people say that street vendors, like Akbar Ali Mondal, are treated 
badly just because they are Muslim.

03.	A consistent issue was that hawkers from “outside” villages, particularly those from Muslim-
majority areas, were viewed with suspicion and treated differently from local vendors or 
hawkers from familiar communities.

04.	Residents cited earlier episodes in the area of violence against members of minority 
communities, although the particulars were incomplete and needed to be confirmed.

Safety Concerns and Migration

Following Akbar Ali Mondal’s death, the delegation learned that:

	� An atmosphere of fear and insecurity has prevailed in the locality and among hawking 
communities in the region.
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	� Several hawkers from minority communities have reportedly returned to their native 
villages or suspended their trading activities due to safety concerns.

	� There is reduced economic activity among the hawking community in the affected areas, 
with knock-on effects on families dependent on this livelihood.

Community Assistance and Solidarity

Despite concerns about intercommunal tensions, the delegation also observed:

	� Residents, including some from the majority community, expressed sympathy and support 
for the bereaved family.

	� There have been unofficial expressions of solidarity and material assistance to the family 
in the immediate aftermath of the incident.

	� Community leaders have called for a fair investigation and justice without communal bias.
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POLICE INVESTIGATION AND LEGAL 
STATUS

A First Information Report (FIR) was registered by the police following the incident on 9 June 
2026. The FIR documents the allegations of assault leading to death and related charges under 
applicable BNS. Alleged Charges Against the Accused (Biswanath Mahato) likely invoke provisions 
under the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita relating to:

Causing death by assault or criminal force

Murder or culpable homicide

Potential charges relating to the concealment of the crime

Status of Investigation

Police authorities are looking into this matter. Here is what has been done so far: Biswanath 
Mahato is now in police custody. The police caught him. The police are investigating him. The 
police are gathering evidence. They are checking the place where the assault happened, finding the 
weapon used, and talking to people who saw it happen. The police are also collecting statements 
from eyewitnesses.

Police have the video recording of the assault allegedly made by a woman at the scene. This 
is critical evidence for establishing the facts of the incident. Police officials have assured the 
victim’s family that a fair and impartial investigation will be conducted without communal bias.

Challenges in Investigation

01.	The victim’s family is approximately 95 kilometers from both the police station and the 
incident site, limiting their direct involvement in the investigation.

02.	The family’s knowledge of the incident has largely depended on information provided by 
police authorities rather than on their own direct observation or investigation.

03.	People who saw what happened are in the Purulia district, which makes it hard for the family 
to keep track of the investigation or provide more information later.

As of 17 June 2026, the police are still investigating what happened. The team trying to figure 
out what happened did not have access to all the papers, including the FIR, police reports, 
doctors’ reports, and other investigative documents. It is really important to have these papers to 
understand what really happened. The investigation into the Purulia district case is still ongoing. 
The family wants to know what is happening with the investigation into the Purulia district.
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COMMUNAL DIMENSIONS AND 
PUBLIC NARRATIVE

Though the immediate incident appears to have stemmed from a specific commercial dispute 
(non-payment for goods), the delegation’s interactions revealed that it has been subject to 
communal interpretation in some local narratives.

Some people who live in the area think that something bad might have happened to Akbar Ali 
Mondal because he is a Muslim. After all, he has a beard, or because he is not from there. This 
incident is being talked about in the community as part of a problem of people being mean to 
minority community members and people who are not from the area. People who live in the area 
and some local groups are comparing this to times when minority community members were hurt 
in the same region, which shows that this is not the only time something like this has happened 
and that it is part of a bigger problem, with the way minority community members are treated.

The team stated that the incident received little media attention, with coverage mostly from local 
news outlets. Groups working for people’s rights and community organizations have said this case 
highlights the broader problems minority traders and traveling workers face. These groups think 
that the incident is an example of the difficulties that minority traders and itinerant workers have 
to deal with.

The police have consistently tried to frame the incident as a commercial dispute that developed 
into criminal violence, without making explicit determinations regarding communal motivation. 
This framing demonstrates a careful investigative approach pending completion of the inquiry.
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FINDINGS AND OBSERVATIONS
Based on the fact-finding visit, interviews with family members, interactions with residents, and 
examination of available information, the fact-finding team made the following observations:

Nature of the Incident

01.	The incident appears to have originated from a dispute over payment for goods in a hawking 
transaction, a commercial disagreement that devolved into violent assault.

02.	The assault resulted in serious injuries that caused Akbar Ali Mondal’s death. The violence 
appears disproportionate to the initial commercial disagreement, pointing to either 
deliberate lethal intent or reckless disregard for human life.

03.	The alleged placement of the body in a cattle shed suggests an attempt to conceal the crime, 
indicative of consciousness of guilt.

Identity and Targeting

01.	Akbar Ali Mondal, as an itinerant hawker from a Muslim-majority village, operating outside 
his native area, may have faced greater vulnerability and a higher risk of violence than 
hawkers from majority communities or local traders.

02.	People in the community say that there are a lot of incidents where minority community 
members and traders from outside the area are being harassed and sometimes even hurt. This 
makes us wonder whether what happened was a one-time thing or part of a bigger problem. 
Members of minority communities and outside traders are usually targeted. The community 
is concerned about the safety of minority community members and outside traders.

Family Impact

01.	The death of Akbar Ali Mondal has created a situation of severe and instant monetary 
vulnerability for his widow and children, with no alternative source of livelihood.

02.	The family has lost its sole breadwinner at a key point in the life cycle (an unmarried daughter 
approaching marriageable age, a younger son at an educational stage).

03.	The family faces immediate needs for financial assistance, livelihood support, and counseling, 
for which existing social welfare mechanisms appear inadequate.

Investigation 

01.	The police investigation is ongoing. The crucial video evidence and forensic findings will be 
determinative in establishing the facts of the case.
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02.	The Police authorities have provided assurances regarding a fair investigation. Vigilance is 
required to ensure that investigative procedures remain unbiased and thorough.

03.	The case against Biswanath Mahato appears strong based on available data. Pursuit of full 
criminal accountability through proper judicial process is essential.

Broader Dimensions

The incident illustrates the systemic vulnerability of itinerant traders, particularly those from 
minority communities, to violence and exploitation. The distance between the victim’s village 
and the site of the incident has made it difficult for the family to access information, participate 
in the investigation, and pursue justice. Regardless of the specific motivation in this case, the 
incident has communal dimensions given the identity of the victim and the wider context of 
minority community members’ vulnerability in the region.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Investigative and Legal Measures

01.	The SIT or investigating authority must conduct a thorough, evidence-based investigation 
free of communal bias. The video recording of the assault must be analyzed and preserved.

02.	Forensic examination of the weapon, scene evidence, and medical findings must be completed 
and documented.

03.	Eyewitnesses, particularly the woman who recorded the video, must be protected from 
intimidation or retaliation.

Support for the Family

01.	Emergency financial relief should be provided to the widow and children to meet immediate 
needs.

02.	Long-term livelihood support for the family members, including skill development and 
employment assistance, should be arranged.

03.	Assistance for the younger son’s education and the unmarried daughter’s security and 
prospects ought to be prioritized.

04.	Counseling and psychological health support should be made available to family members 
to address trauma and grief. 

05.	Adequate compensation through legal proceedings or government schemes must be 
guaranteed.

Broader Protective Measures

01.	Measures should be implemented to ensure the safety of itinerant traders, particularly 
those from minority communities, including through information campaigns and police 
coordination.

02.	Schemes to provide economic security and formal recognition for hawkers should be 
strengthened.

03.	Local authorities and civil society should undertake initiatives to address intercommunal 
tensions and promote intercommunity harmony.

04.	If the inquiry reveals a pattern of hostility toward minority traders, systemic measures must 
be enforced to prevent such violence.
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05.	Government and civil society should strengthen mechanisms for victim support, legal aid, 
and compensation in cases of violence.
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CONCLUSION
The death of Akbar Ali Mondal in Supordih village on 9 June 2026 represents far more than a 
tragic loss; it is a stark indictment of the vulnerabilities faced by itinerant traders from minority 
communities who navigate a landscape where economic struggle meets social suspicion and 
institutional neglect. As police undertake their investigation into the circumstances of his death, 
which emerged from what began as a commercial dispute but escalated into fatal violence, the 
broader truth cannot be overlooked: Akbar Ali Mondal lived in an environment where distrust, 
prejudice, and hatred toward minority traders run deep, where local power structures often fail 
to provide equal protection, and where disputes that might be resolved through law and reason 
instead become catalysts for deadly confrontation. 

What happened to him reflects not an isolated incident but a systemic pattern of marginalization 
and vulnerability. Justice for Akbar Ali Mondal demands immediate accountability; the perpetrator 
or perpetrators must be identified, prosecuted, and held answerable in law, demonstrating that 
every life has value regardless of faith or economic station. But justice also demands that his 
grieving family receive genuine support and compensation, not as charity but as recognition of 
the state’s failure to protect him. 

Most critically, moving forward, authorities must act decisively to transform the conditions that 
made his death possible: police must respond promptly and fairly to complaints from minority 
traders, community leaders must counter narratives of suspicion and hatred, and systemic 
safeguards must be put in place to prevent exploitation and protect vulnerable populations before 
disputes turn deadly. Akbar Ali Mondal’s death need not be the price paid for indifference; it can 
be the moment when those in power acknowledge that traders like him deserve safety, dignity, 
and equal treatment under law, and commit themselves to ensuring that no other family suffers 
the devastation his family now endures.
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ANNEXURES
01.	Copy of FIR
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02.	Copy of Written Complaint by the deceased’s Son. 
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