
APCR Maharashtra’s Fact-Finding Report 

Encroachment upon the 
Religious identity and 

Traditions at Hazrat Peermiyan 
Saheb Dargah, Ahilyanagar





ASSOCIATION FOR PROTECTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS, 

MAHARASHTRA CHAPTER

APCR Maharashtra’s Fact-Finding Report 

Encroachment upon the 
Religious identity and 

Traditions at Hazrat Peermiyan 
Saheb Dargah, Ahilyanagar



4

INDEX

DISCLAIMER� 5

INTRODUCTION� 6

METHODOLOGY� 7

HISTORICAL, RELIGIOUS, AND CULTURAL  

SIGNIFICANCE OF HAZRAT PEER MIYANSAHEB (R.A.) DARGAH� 8

ANNUAL URS AND TRADITIONAL PRACTICES� 11

A.	 Thursday – Sandal Ceremony:� 11

B.	 Friday – Urs and Mannat Qurbani� 12

C.	 Saturday – Hangama� 12

ALLEGATIONS REGARDING ORGANIZED ATTEMPTS  

TO ALTER THE RELIGIOUS CHARACTER OF THE DARGAH� 13

PREVIOUS INCIDENTS AND ESCALATION OF  

DISPUTES RELATING TO THE DARGAH� 16

CONCLUSION� 19

ANNEXURES� 20



5

DISCLAIMER

This report is based on interactions with trustees, villagers, and 

residents; documents and materials shown to the fact-finding team; 

and observations made during the field visit on 07/05/2026.

The findings and observations contained herein are preliminary in nature 

and are intended solely for the purpose of documenting concerns 

brought before the fact-finding team. The allegations and statements 

recorded in the report are subject to independent verification and 

examination by competent authorities in accordance with the law.

Nothing contained in this report should be construed as a final 

adjudication upon disputed questions of fact or law.



6

INTRODUCTION

Upon receipt of complaints alleging interference, encroachment, and attempts 

to alter the religious character of the Dargah known as Hazrat Peermiyan Saheb 

Dargah situated at Mauje Takli Miya, Taluka Rahuri, District Ahliyanagar, Maharashtra 

– 413716, allegedly by members associated with the Hindutva organization “Sakal 

Hindu Samaj”, a fact-finding visit was conducted on 07/05/2026 by a team of the 

Association for Protection of Civil Rights (APCR), Maharashtra Chapter.

The purpose of the visit was to ascertain the factual position on the ground, interact 

with stakeholders, examine available records and documents, and assess whether 

any acts prejudicial to communal harmony, religious freedom, Waqf property rights, 

or public order had occurred.
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METHODOLOGY

The methodology for this fact-finding was based on a field visit to the incident site. 

During the visit, the fact-finding team visited the Dargah premises and interacted with 

trustees of the Dargah Trust, met local villagers and residents from both communities, 

as well as examined and verified available records and documents, including:

1.	 Trust Registration documents;

2.	 Waqf Registration records;

3.	 Revenue records;

4.	 Newspaper reports and publications;

5.	 Donation receipts;

6.	 Legal notices;

7.	 Police complaints;

8.	 Gram Panchayat notices;

9.	 Complaints submitted to the government authorities, including the Collector’s 

Office.

The findings recorded herein are based on oral statements, documentary material 

shown to the team, and observations made during the field visit.
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HISTORICAL, RELIGIOUS, AND CULTURAL 
SIGNIFICANCE OF HAZRAT PEER 

MIYANSAHEB (R.A.) DARGAH

Hazrat Peer Miyansaheb (R.A.) Dargah, also locally known as Hazrat Peermiyan Saheb 

Dargah, is situated at Mauje Takli Miya, Taluka Rahuri, District Ahliyanagar, Maharashtra 

– 413716. The shrine is an ancient and historically significant religious institution that, 

according to residents, trustees, and villagers who interacted with the fact-finding 

team, has existed for more than 100 years and has continuously functioned as a 

place of religious worship, spiritual gathering, and communal participation without 

interruption.

Revenue Record 

The Dargah is situated upon land bearing Gat No. 275 and Survey No. 169, with a total 

land area admeasuring approximately 0.90 Hectare, as reflected in the available land 

records, including LAR-143 extracts, shown to the fact-finding team during the course 

of inquiry.
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Presently, the Dargah is managed and administered by “Hazrat Peer Miyansaheb 

(R.A.) Dargha Trust”, a public trust registered bearing Registration No. B-255 dated 

07/07/1972. The said shrine is also registered with the Maharashtra State Waqf Board, 

bearing Waqf Registration No. MSBW/ADR/362/2014 dated 24/06/2014.Copies of 

registration documents and related records were shown to and examined by the 

fact-finding team.

The historical and cultural importance of the shrine can be further understood from 

the fact that the village’s name, “Takli Miya,” is said to have originated with and been 

associated with Peer Baba Saheb, thereby reflecting the longstanding reverence and 

historical identity attached to the Dargah by local inhabitants over generations.

The fact-finding team consistently reported that the Dargah has historically served 

as a shared spiritual and cultural space where devotees and followers from both 

Hindu and Muslim communities have jointly participated in religious gatherings, Urs 

celebrations, and social activities associated with the shrine. Residents stated that 

devotees from various parts of Maharashtra and adjoining regions visit the Dargah 

throughout the year, particularly during the annual Urs celebrations.

The fact-finding team was informed that the shrine has, for decades, symbolized 

communal harmony, coexistence, and shared cultural traditions within the village. 

While devotees from multiple communities have historically participated in the Urs 

and associated festivities, the shrine’s religious identity, management, and rituals 

have consistently remained linked to the Dargah and its Sufi-Islamic traditions and 

practices.

It was further informed that no major dispute concerning the religious character, 

nomenclature, or Waqf status of the Dargah existed historically and that objections 

and controversies in this regard have allegedly emerged only in recent years.
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The Dargah premises currently comprise the Mazaar of Peer Baba Saheb, along with 

surrounding open land and gathering spaces used for Urs celebrations, religious 

assemblies, processions, and other customary activities associated with the shrine. 

It was reported that devotees, including women, families, and followers from 

different communities, regularly visit the Dargah during Urs and on other occasions 

throughout the year.

The fact-finding team was informed that religious activities, including Ziyarat, Fateha 

Khawani, Quran Khawani, Chadar Poshi, and associated customary rituals, have been 

performed continuously and without interruption at the shrine for several decades, 

in accordance with the Dargah’s established customs and traditions.
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ANNUAL URS AND TRADITIONAL 
PRACTICES

As per the longstanding customs and traditions associated with the shrine, the annual 

Urs of Peer Takli Miyan is celebrated every year, generally in May, over a period of 

three days, specifically on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, in accordance with the 

traditional local observance.

It was informed that a temporary 

Urs/Yatra Committee is constituted 

every year, approximately ten days 

before the commencement of 

the Urs, solely for facilitating and 

managing arrangements connected 

with the annual celebrations. 

The said committee reportedly 

includes members from both Hindu 

and Muslim communities. It was 

specifically stated before the fact-

finding team that the said temporary 

committee does not possess ownership rights or permanent administrative authority 

over the Dargah or Trust properties.

The annual Urs reportedly attracts large gatherings of devotees and visitors from 

different districts of Maharashtra and contributes significantly to the local rural 

economy through temporary market activities, transportation services, food stalls, 

animal trade, parking arrangements, and associated fair-related activities.

The customary schedule of the Urs celebrations was described before the fact-

finding team as follows:

A.	 Thursday – Sandal Ceremony:

The first day of the Urs is observed as “Sandal”. On Thursday morning at approximately 

08:00 AM, the ceremonial Ghusul of the Mazaar of Peer Baba Saheb is performed 

using water brought from the Godavari River. Throughout the day, devotees and 

followers visit the shrine and perform the Ziyarat of Peer Baba Saheb.



12

In the evening, at around 08:00 PM, a religious procession commences through the 

village and continues until after Isha prayers, concluding at approximately 11:00 PM. 

During the said procession, Chadar and Gilaf are ceremonially carried and thereafter 

placed upon the Mazaar of Peer Baba Saheb. Upon completion of the Chadar 

ceremony, Fateha Khawani and Quran Khawani are performed in accordance with 

Muslim religious rituals and Sufi traditions associated with the Dargah.

B.	 Friday – Urs and Mannat Qurbani

Friday is regarded as the principal Urs day. After Namaz-e-Fajr, devotees from both 

Hindu and Muslim communities offer Qurbani (sacrifice) of goats to fulfill Mannat 

(religious vows and prayers). The fact-finding team was informed that this practice 

has historically formed part of the Urs observances connected with the shrine.

C.	 Saturday – Hangama

The third and final day of the Urs is traditionally observed as “Hangama”, during 

which various social, cultural, and sporting activities, including traditional wrestling 

competitions (Kushti), games, and public gatherings, are organized as part of the 

concluding Urs festivities.

The fact-finding team was consistently informed by villagers and stakeholders that 

the Urs celebrations at the said Dargah have, for several decades, been conducted in 

an atmosphere of communal harmony, mutual participation, and shared reverence 

amongst members of both Hindu and Muslim communities. In view of the longstanding 

historical, religious, and cultural significance attached to the Dargah, the allegations 

of attempts to alter its nomenclature, religious character, and administrative control 

have become particularly sensitive in the village and surrounding areas.
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ALLEGATIONS REGARDING ORGANIZED 
ATTEMPTS TO ALTER THE RELIGIOUS 

CHARACTER OF THE DARGAH

During the course of the fact-finding inquiry, the team received serious and consistent 

allegations from the trustees that certain villagers and residents are deliberately and 

systematically attempting to alter the religious character, identity, and traditional 

practices associated with Hazrat Peer Miyansaheb (R.A) Dargah.

It was informed to the fact-finding team that, as per longstanding custom and practice 

prevailing for several decades, a temporary Urs Committee is constituted every year 

exclusively for the limited purpose of organizing and conducting the annual three-

day Urs celebrations. The said committee traditionally consists of members from 

both the Hindu and Muslim communities of the village and is dissolved after the 

completion of the Urs festivities.

Similarly, for the Urs of the year 2026, a temporary committee of 11 members was 

constituted, comprising 08 Hindu and 03 Muslim members. However, it was alleged 

that from the very inception of the committee’s formation, certain persons associated 

with the committee and local Hindutva groups began insisting that “Aarti” would be 

performed at the shrine during the Urs celebrations, while claiming, for the first time, 

that the Dargah is associated with “Mininath Maharaj”.

The fact-finding team was informed that such a claim identifying the Dargah as 

“Mininath Maharaj” had allegedly never been made during previous Urs celebrations 

and that the assertion emerged only recently. It was further stated that two Muslim 



14

members of the Urs Committee 

objected to the proposal of 

conducting Aarti at the Dargah, and 

their objections were also supported 

by certain Hindu residents of the 

village who were of the view that the 

introduction of such new practices 

may disturb communal harmony and 

alter the traditional religious character 

of the shrine. However, according 

to statements made before the fact-

finding team, the persons insisting 

on conducting the Aarti allegedly 

declared that it would be conducted 

“at any cost”.

Considering the possibility of disturbance to law and order and apprehending 

communal tension in the village, the trustees of the Dargah submitted complaints 

and representations to the Superintendent of Police, Ahilyanagar, the Deputy 

Superintendent of Police, and the Senior Police Inspector of the concerned 

jurisdiction, requesting immediate preventive action. Copies of complaints shown 

to the fact-finding team indicate that the trustees sought police protection during 

the three-day Urs celebrations and specifically requested that authorities prevent 

anti-social elements from initiating new religious practices at the Dargah and making 

deliberate attempts to alter the shrine’s religious character and identity.

However, according to the material placed before the fact-finding team, no effective 

preventive action was allegedly taken by the police authorities despite prior written 

complaints and apprehensions expressed by the trustees.
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It was alleged that on 24/04/2026, the first day of the Urs celebrations, an Aarti 

ceremony was conducted at the Dargah premises in the presence of a large gathering 

of more than 1000 persons, including outsiders brought from neighboring areas. It 

was stated that despite the sensitive nature of the dispute and prior complaints filed 

by the trustees, the police authorities took no meaningful intervention or preventive 

action during the incident.

It was also specifically pointed out to the fact-finding team before the fact-finding 

team that, during the Urs of the year 2026, for the first time, donation receipts and 

banners allegedly carried the altered nomenclature “Miyan Saheb Baba (Mininath 

Baba)”. Copies of such receipts and banners were reportedly shown to the fact-

finding team during the inquiry.

Additionally, it was alleged that substantial collections are made during the annual 

Urs celebrations by the temporary committee; however, no transparent accounting 

or financial details are allegedly provided to the Dargah Trust regarding the utilization 

of such funds. It was further alleged by certain persons that portions of the collected 

amounts are being used for the maintenance and activities of temples situated in the 

village. These allegations, however, require independent financial and administrative 

verification by competent authorities.

The fact-finding team was informed that members of the Muslim community, 

despite their objections to the introduction of Aarti at the Dargah, consciously chose 

to exercise restraint and avoid confrontation to preserve communal harmony and 

prevent any untoward incident or law-and-order situation in the village. 
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PREVIOUS INCIDENTS AND ESCALATION 
OF DISPUTES RELATING TO THE DARGAH

It was further informed that the present controversy is not an isolated incident and 

that disputes regarding the religious identity and administration of the Dargah have 

allegedly intensified over the past several years, particularly after the registration of 

the Dargah property as Waqf property in 2014. However, it was specifically pointed 

out to the fact-finding team that although the Waqf registration was completed in 

2014, objections thereto were allegedly raised only much later, in 2025.

Notice of the Gram Sabha 

In this regard, copies of notices and complaints shown to the fact-finding team reveal 

that the Gram Panchayat Office issued a notice dated 11/07/2025 to the President 

of the Trust, Mr. Wazeer Kondajibhai Inamdar, stating that a special Gram Sabha 

meeting regarding “Gramdevat Miyan Saheb Dargah” was scheduled on 14/07/2025 

at 09:30 AM and directing his presence in the said meeting. It was informed that 

during the said Gram Sabha, objections were allegedly raised, questioning why 

the Dargah property had been registered as Waqf property without obtaining the 

villagers’ consent.
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The fact-finding team was further informed that, thereafter, Mr. Wazeer Kondajibhai 

Inamdar submitted a complaint dated 04/11/2025 before the Collector’s Office, 

raising grievances regarding the said developments and seeking intervention. 

However, based on the material presented to the team, no effective action appears 

to have been taken to date.

Letter issued by Collector's Office 

The fact-finding team also examined material relating to earlier incidents concerning 

security arrangements and CCTV cameras installed at the Dargah premises. It was 

informed that Rahuri Police Station had previously issued a notice under Section 

149 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, dated 18/08/2023, directing Mr. Wazeer 

Kondajibhai Inamdar to install CCTV cameras at the Dargah premises for surveillance 

purposes and to prevent untoward incidents, considering the sensitive nature of the 

religious place.

In compliance with the said notice, four CCTV cameras were reportedly installed at 
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the Dargah premises, and an intimation regarding the installation was submitted to 

the police authorities vide letter dated 25/08/2023, along with tax invoices reflecting 

the quantity and specifications of the installed cameras.

However, it was alleged before the fact-finding team that on the night of 14/07/2025, 

certain unknown persons removed the CCTV cameras installed by the Trust President 

and installed separate cameras at the premises. In relation thereto, an online 

complaint dated 15/07/2025 was reportedly submitted to Rahuri Police Station by 

Mr. Wazeer Kondajibhai Inamdar, along with copies of the earlier police notice under 

Section 149 CrPC, the installation intimation letter, and the tax invoices for the CCTV 

cameras. However, according to the statements and documents shown to the team, 

no action was allegedly taken by the police authorities even thereafter.

It was further informed that, due to inaction by the police authority, Mr. Wazeer 

Kondajibhai Inamdar subsequently submitted a complaint dated 25/02/2026 to 

the Collector’s Office. In response thereto, the Collector’s Office reportedly issued 

a communication dated 03/03/2026 to the Superintendent of Police, directing the 

necessary action in accordance with law. However, it was alleged before the fact-

finding team that despite such communication, no effective action has been taken 

to date.

The cumulative sequence of events, documents shown to the fact-finding team, 

and statements recorded during the inquiry indicate allegations of a systematic, 

organized, and continuous attempt by certain elements to gradually alter the religious 

identity, nomenclature, and customary practices associated with the Dargah.
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CONCLUSION

The fact-finding inquiry conducted at Hazrat Peer Miyansaheb (R.A.) Dargah, Mauje 

Takli Miya, Taluka Rahuri, District Ahilyanagar, is marked by serious disputes and 

sensitivities concerning the shrine’s religious identity, administration, and customary 

practices.

The material presented to the fact-finding team, along with statements recorded 

during the inquiry, indicates concerns about organized attempts to alter the 

nomenclature and traditional religious character of the Dargah, particularly amid 

recent controversies surrounding Urs celebrations, the introduction of new practices, 

and disputes over Waqf status and management.

The fact-finding team is of the prima facie view that the situation surrounding the 

Dargah has become highly sensitive and requires immediate attention and balanced 

intervention by civil administration, police authorities, and the Maharashtra State 

Waqf Board to preserve communal harmony, maintain public order, and ensure that 

disputes are addressed strictly in accordance with law.

The fact-finding team also notes with significance that residents from both 

communities emphasized the historical tradition of coexistence and shared 

participation associated with the Dargah and expressed concerns that continuation 

of the present disputes may adversely affect communal peace within the village and 

surrounding areas.

In the considered opinion of the fact-finding team, timely administrative intervention, 

transparent inquiry, and peaceful resolution through lawful mechanisms are 

necessary to prevent further escalation of tensions and to preserve the longstanding 

communal harmony historically associated with the shrine.
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ANNEXURES

Notice of Aurangabad Waqf Board
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Complaint Files by Mr. Wajir Kondajibhai Inmadar
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Registration of the Waqf Property
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Gram Panchayat Notice in News
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Waqf Order
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Notice from Rahuri Police Station
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News Article of Yatra
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